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ORIGIN SS-25 
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DRAFTED BY EUR/SOV :RLBARRY:BL 
APPROVED BY EUR:JAARMITAGE 
U/S:V:MGARRISON 
S/S: PJOHNSON 

017573 

R 091852Z AUG 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 189214 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS:PFOR, UR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EFFECT OF SHARING VOA/RADIO LIBERTY 
FACILITIES 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM ARMITAGE 

1. LATE LAST YEAR WE QUERIED AMBASSADORS TO EE POSTS AS TO 
THEIR VIEWS OF HOST COUNTRY REACTIONS SHOULD RFE GLORIA 
TRANSMITTING FACILITIES IN PORTUGAL BE SHUT DOWN AND RFE IN 
TURN BE PERMITTED TO SHARE EXISTING VOA TRANSMITTING FACILI- 
TIES. WE MAY NEED CONTINGENCY PLANNTNG AGAINST EVENT 
THAT RL’S SPANISH FACILITIES ARE CLOSED DOWN AND WOULD LIKE 
YOUR VIEWS ON SOVIET REACTION SHOULD IT BE NECESSARY FOR RL 
AND VOA TO SHARE FACILITIES. 

2. AT PRESENT ITIS NOT CERTAIN THAT THIS CONTINGENCY 

WILL ARISE. BUT SPANISH MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL 
HAVE BEEN SAYING THAT RL'S LEASE WILL NOT BE RENEWED WHEN 
IT EXPIRES IN MARCH 1976. IF SUCH A DECISION HAS BEEN 
REACHED, SPANISH MAY STILL BE WILLING TO RELOCATE TRANS- 
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MITTER TO A LESS DESIRABLE PIECE OF REAL ESTATE THAN ITS 
PRESENT COSTA BRAVA BEACHFRONT LOCATION. IF NOT, WE WOULD 
HAVE TO CONSIDER OPTION OF USING VOA TRANSMITTERS IN US AND 
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ELSEWHERE IN WORLD TO CARRY RL PROGRAMS ALONG SAME 
LINES WE ARE CONSIDERING FOR RFE. 

3. IN SUCH A CASE RL WOULD NOT USE SAME FREQUENCIES AS 
VO A AND EVERY EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO ENSURE THAT THERE 
WOULD BE NO BLURRING OF IDENTITIES AS FAR AS THE LISTENER 
IS CONCERNED. 

BUT IN ANY CASE THE USE OF VOA FACILITIES BY RL 
WOULD BE IMMEDIATELY APPARENT TO THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND 
IT IS THEIR REACTION WE ARE MOST INTERESTED IN. SOME 
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS YOU MAY WANT TO ADDRESS ARE: 

A. IS IT LIKELY THAT SHARED FACILITIES WOULD CAUSE THE 
SOVIETS TO START JAMMING VOA AGAIN? 

B. IS IT LIKELY THAT THEY WOULD ENGAGE IN A STEPPED-UP 
PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN AGAINST VOA AND WOULD THE FACT OF 
SHARED FACILITIES ADD CREDIBILITY TO SUCH A CAMPAIGN? 

C. WOULD SHARED FACILITIES HAVE AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON US- 
USSR RELATIONS? 

D. WOULD THE SOVIETS STEP UP PRESSURE ON THIRD COUNTRIES 

WITH VOA TRANSMITTERS TO SHUT DOWN THESE FACILITIES? KISSINGER 
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